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LEGAL PERSPECTIVESIN THE NEWS

The issue of  taxes are always an issue
in a divorce, but when it involves a
high net-worth couple, it’s even bigger.
Inside Counsel magazine recently
published an article that discussed tax
consequences for such a circumstance,
highlighting the recent high-profile
split of  celebrities Brad Pitt and
Angelina Jolie. To help explain those
issues and their implications, the author
sat down with partner David Bulitt.
David explained a number of  things
that can have an impact, including
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In a recent article in The Daily Record,
Jeffrey Greenblatt weighed in on how
recent rulings in Maryland signify
that the courts are now recognizing
and affirming that many children are
born or live in non-traditional families.
In one ruling, the court permitted a
transgender man to pursue custody
claims for a child he shared but never
adopted with the child’s biological
mother (his ex-wife).

The court agreed that, though
unrelated, an adult can be so involved
in in a child’s life that he or she has
a claim for custody and visitation as
a “de facto parent.” In another, the
court said that spouses who no longer
maintain civil contact may still be
awarded joint custody, providing each
has “tie-breaking authority” on specific
childcare and child-rearing decisions.

Greenblatt praised the rulings, saying
that they could also prove beneficial
for others deeply involved in raising
children, such as grandparents, who
can be lawfully cut off  by custody
issues, even after forging deep bonds
with children.

The Times They Are A-Changin’....But Courts Are Catching Up

What are the Tax Implications of the Brangelina Divorce?

There is currently
a push to eliminate
private prisons
around the country.
Jay Holland was

recently interviewed by The Daily 
Record in an article that highlighted 
a case in which a private prisoner
transport firm is being sued for
abuse and torture. See more at
http://www.jgllaw.com/attorneys/
jay-p-holland

Brian Markovitz
participated in
a podcast on a
client’s 14-year
ordeal for justice in a

sexual harassment law suit forced 
into arbitration. You can hear the 
podcast and Tia Holloman’s story
on letamericaknow.com. See more 
at http://www.jgllaw.com/attorneys/
brian-j-markovitz

The Daily Record
also wrote about
the legal effort led
by Joe Creed that
successfully secured

a court-ordered reinstatement of 
the Jericho Baptist Church Board’s 
original board of trustees, including 
the Rev. Joel Peebles, whose parents 
founded the church more than 50 
years ago. See more at http://www.
jgllaw.com/attorneys/joseph-m-
creed

You can read all of these
stories and more on our
Facebook page: visit
facebook.com/JGLLaw

prenuptial agreements, spousal support,
asset division (such as a jointly-owned
business or, in the case of  Brangelina,
a winery in France), and custody
issues. While divorce is, in essence, a
dissolution and separation of  assets, it
is often complicated by the emotional
factors of  the dissolution and separation
of  a couple of  family, and decisions
should be thoughtfully and carefully
considered. “Many of  these decisions
could have long-term tax implications
for one or both parties,” he said in
the article. “Making these kinds of
decisions with the help of  experienced
counsel and free of  emotions is key to
avoiding costly mistakes.”
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A roundup of recent posts on the
firm’s website, covering business
news, legislative updates and legal  
insight on current issues and events  
from JGL attorneys.

An Attorney Writes a Novel –
and Becomes a Better Attorney
For partner David Bulitt, who
maintains a thriving family law
practice and has written two
novels on the side, the process of
researching and writing books has
made him a better observer of
the human condition – and a
better attorney. A release party, for  
his second novel, Because I Had To,  
will take place February 2 from  
5-8 PM at Guapos Restaurent  
8130 Wisconsin Ave, Bethesda.

Does Legal Intervention 
in Matters of Church 
Organizations Violate the 
First Amendment? 
Recently, the D.C. Court of Appeals 
ruled in favor of a clientof Joe Creed 
on an internal business dispute. 
The client in this case was a church.  
Should the court have a say in  
such matters?

Is it Time to Move Contributory
Negligence Laws Out of the
Bike Lane?
JGL’s Matthew Focht discusses
contributory negligence laws
- rules of causation that, when
proved, are a complete defense
that bars a plaintiff’s recovery.
Should they be amended or
ended altogether?

Military Divorce: 5 things you
need to know before you say
“I don’t.”
Rama Taib-Lopez discusses
common issues and challenges
military service members and their
spouses face during a divorce.

What Do Immigrants Need
to Know When Considering
Personal Injury Litigation?
Matthew Focht examines a
recent Connecticut case,
where a personal injury plaintiff
argued that the fact that he is
undocumented should not bar
him from recovering damages.
How did the court respond?

Read these and more at
jgllaw.com/blog

JGL BLOG

Brian Markovitz contributed to a
Bloomberg BNA Health Law Reporter
article on a recent closely-watched
decision from the United States Court
of  Appeals for the First Circuit on
behalf  of  two whistleblower clients. The
clients, a couple, alleged that a medical
facility allowed unlicensed therapists
to diagnose their daughter with bipolar
disorder, and an unsupervised nurse

prescribed an anti-seizure medication
that contributed to her death. The
decision allows the couple to proceed in a
False Claims Act case to proceed against
Universal Health Services, which owns
psychiatric hospitals and clinics across
the country, including the facility where
their daughter was treated. You can read
the full story at www.jgllaw.com/sites/ 
default/files/escobar2.pdf

Closely-Watched Appeals Decision Means JGL Clients Can
Proceed with Lawsuit

RECENT SUCCESSES

IN THE COMMUNITY

JGL Partner Reza Golesorkhi proudly sponsored Voices Out’s Washington Gala
to benefit children & animals in need. Golesorkhi (left), stands with Voices Out
founder Shani Rigsbee, Reza’s mother Shirin Golesorkhi, and international recording
artist Andranik “Andy” Madadian.



Debora Fajer-Smith:
On workers’ compensation
and employee rights

Brian Markovitz:
On how “voluntary” corporate
wellness programs really are

Jeffrey Greenblatt:
On recent rulings about
child custody

Jay Holland:
And his perspective of
the Fox/Ailes sexual
harassment settlement

Read these and more at
twitter.com/JGL_Law

Nannis featured in “Of Counsel”

JGL partner Veronica
Nannis recently
gave an interview
to “Of Counsel:
The Legal Practice
and Management  
Report.”  In the  

interview, she discussed a number  
of topics, from how she got into the 
legal industry  to some of the most 
memorable cases in her  career.  
Veronica has represented clients  
in civil rights, employment law,  
commercial disputes and qui tam  
matters for over 10 years.

Calling her a “tenacious adversary,”
Of Counsel claimed she “personifies
a select breed of litigator.”

“Everybody can be great...because anybody can serve.
You don’t have to have a college degree to serve.

You don’t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve.
You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.”

— MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

FIRM NEWS QUOTED

JGL: A Firm that Gives Back
By Janice A. Kee, Legal Assistant

The employees of  Joseph Greenwald
& Laake, P.A., have proven why they
are the best. Once again for the past
15 years, Joseph Greenwald & Laake,
P.A., have partnered with the Salvation
Army and their Angel Program. The
Angel Program provides clothes and
toys for the less fortunate children
of  Prince George’s County during the
holiday season. The families of  the
children are not always privileged in
having a prosperous holiday. Through
the generosity of  the Salvation Army
and partners like Joseph Greenwald
& Laake, P.A., families that are in need
are able to provide their children with

presents and clothes that are needed.
The main elf  at JGL is Gail Romine, of
the Accounting Department. She has
spearheaded the distribution of  the
Angels for many years. The employees
select their Angels and off  they go in
search for all the best toys and clothing
that are on the children’s wish list. As a
result of  this year’s collaborative effort
the employees of  Joseph Greenwald &
Laake, P.A. presented six bikes, over
one hundred toys and clothing to the
Angels that were chosen. Giving back
to the community was a rewarding
experience for all and it made the
holiday season that more special.

JGL Employees generously collected
and assembled packages for the
Salvation Army’s “Angel Program”
to fill the holiday wish lists of needy
children in Prince George’s County.
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Business Law
Business Planning
Business Tax Planning
Corporate Business and Tax

Civil Litigation
Administrative Litigation
Arbitration and Mediation
Class Action Lawsuits
Commercial and Business Litigation
Constitutional and Regulatory  
    Challenges
Real Estate Litigation 

Civil Rights
Excessive Force 
Wrongful Arrest 
Wrongful Incarceration

 

Prescription Errors
Surgical Errors
Nursing Home Negligence
Professional Negligence

Personal Injury
Auto Accidents
Product Liability
Trucking Accidents
Wrongful Death
Catastrophic Injury
Spinal Cord Injury 

Real Estate

Whistleblower
(False Claims Act, Qui Tam)

Workers’ Compensation

Estates & Trusts
Estate Planning
Estate and Trust Administration
Estate and Trust Taxation
Litigation of Estate and Trust Disputes
Guardianships 
Special Needs Trusts

Family Law
Alimony
Child Custody, Support and Visitation
Divorce
High-Asset Divorce
Mediation
Prenuptial Agreements
Separation

For more than 40 years, Joseph Greenwald & Laake has worked with individuals and businesses in Maryland, the District of  
Columbia and Virginia taking on the most complex of legal issues with sophisticated counsel and a personal touch. JGL serves 
clients in virtually all areas of the law, including:
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PRACTICE AREAS

OUR ATTORNEYS

Labor & Employment
Job Discrimination
Wrongful Termination

Medical Malpractice
Birth Injury
Cerebral Palsy
Delayed Delivery — Failure to  
    Perform C-Section
Birth-Related Brain Injury
Shoulder Dystocia

Hospital and Physician Negligence 
Anesthesia Errors
Diagnosis Errors
Failure to Diagnose Errors 
Hospital Errors
Misdiagnosis


